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The Mattor of the Termination of Cc-oper tive Relatioss Between the 
Jamaiese Eapire and Various vrygene of tho Leaguo of Nations. 


> Tov 58 
Minutas of the Meoting 
The Minutes of the Privy Covacil. 


1. Tre ant’or of tho torminaticn of co-operative relations 
botwoon the Javancs> Dapire ai? various orpans of tho League of Nations. 


2 Nov 38 


(Wednesday) Mecting opened at 1006 hours, in tho pruseaco of His Majosty the 
Emperor. 


Members »rosent: 
Presidest WIRAdUHA ( 2B #4). 
Vice-President HATA ( JR )- 
Ministers of State: 
Prime Liinister TONOYE ( i #T ) No. 5. 
Minister of tho Navy YOUAI ( 2K [¥ ) Mow 6. 
Minister of Justico siroio ( Be OF ) No. 7 
Minister of Uducation ARAFI ( saa AS ) No. 8. 
Minister of Communications NAGAI ( 7k FF ) Noe 9 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry ARDIA ( Af FR ) No. 10. 
Minister of Railways UWAMAJDIA ( A fj) Noe 11. 
inieter of Welfare KIDO (AX F*) No. 12. 
Minister of Mone Affairs SUTTSUGU ( HX KR) Yo. 13. 
Minister of War ITAGAKI ( Hy SH) No. 15. 
Minister of Overseas AfCairs HATTA (NK fil ) No. 16. 
Minister of Forcign Afiatrs ARTIA ( Aj FP) No. 17. 
Privy Councilors: 
Privy Councilor KANEKO ( @ F-) do. 19. 
Privy Councilor SA“URAI ( 7% Jf ) No. 21. 
Privy Councilor KAWAI ( wl @ +) No. 22. 
Privy Councilor ISHII ( 47 Hf ) Wo. 24. 
Privy Councilor ARTHA ( 4y hey ) Now 25. 
Privy Comcilor KUSOTA ( & il ) No. 26. 
Privy Coumeilor SUZUKI, Soroku ( > AR HE ZS) Moe 27. 
Trivy Councilor ISfiZUKA ( 3; ge ) No. 28. 


Privy Comicilor SHIMIZU (. jj JK ) ‘lo- 29. " 
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Souncilor FUJISAWA ( me 7%) Mo. 30. 


) Woe Sle 
Cometior “INAM PY ) No. 32. 
Councilor TANAKA ( Ei 'P) Wo. 33. 
Councilor WAPA ( 3% fA) No. 54. 
Commcilor ARAKI (HE Fe) Yow 35. 
Cowicilor M\TSUI (4 FF ) No. 35. 
Councilor sucawaRa (‘t% UR ) xo. 37. 
Counctior MaTsuuRA ( #2 iA ) no. 38. 
Absenteca; 
Imperial Princes: 
Prince YASUII70 
Prince NCDUHITO 
Prince TAKAHITO ‘ee 
Prince KOTOHITO ( hi 4© ) 
Ministers of State; 


Minister of Finance, Minister of Commerce and Industry 
IKEDA ( mh ) No. 14. 


Privy Councilors: 
Privy Couicilor Kurova ( m™ FA ) wo. 20, 
Privy Councilor SUZUKI, Kantaro (¢% 4% PTA BB ) no. 23. 
Comnitteos: 
The Director of the Bureau of Loginlation FUNADA ( 4H fi), 
The Councilor of the Bureau of Legislation MORIYAMA ( ee UW ). 


Director of the Bureau of Treaties, of tho Ministry of 
Torcig: Affairs UITANI (= 4 ). 


Vice-inister of Public Welfare HIROSE ( BE wi). 


an 4) 


‘iroctor of the Board of Health, Ministry of Public 
Welfare HAYASHI ( #k ). 


Director of tho Board of Labor, Ministry of Public 
Welfare NARITA ( Ay fl )- 


Reporter: 
Director of the Invostigation Comaittee HARA ( Ri ). 


Chief Secretary: 


Chief Secretary MURAKAMI ( ff} £). 


Sccrotarics: 


Secretary HORIE ( al iw. ds 
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The President (HIRANUMA ) announesd v3 epening of the mo stinre 


ary TAKATSUJI ( Ay 


{ 


The subject of discussion was to bes Tho Matter of the Termination of 
fowoperutive Relations Botwoen the Japanese kmpir2 and Various Organs of tho 


Learuc of Nations. 


Disnonsing with the recitation of the Dirst readins pertaining to the 
topic for discussion, um imm-diale request was made for tho roport of thu 
Director of tic I stiratioa Caanittcc. 


Roportor 


In conjunction with tho matter of tho tomiunation of co-operative rolations 
potween tho Japaneso Empire and various organs of the Learue of Nations which 
hus beon recently roferred to tho Privy Council for consultation, the 
establishnont of an investigation comaittee has been ordered. In 4 conmittoe 
meeting which as opened on 27 Uetohor, after hearing the expositions given by 
the Ministor of Stuie an’ various officials concerned, the comaittee continued 

ts doliberations, 


The Japanese Zmpirz ! alruady notified the League of Nations of its 
withdrowal in Narech, 1250 Althouch two years passed before the with jrawal 
of tho Japanesc Empire 1 the Loasuc of Hations was formally recognized, the 
Japanose Goverimout has, sineo thon, willingly continucd to co-operate in the 
various poiceful and huanne undertaltings of the League in compliance with tho 
ains of tho Imperial Roscript which was promulgated at the time of the with- 
drawal noticc. 


At the present tine, sovurnsent representatives, or individuals in a 
private capaciiy, uro particinatiug in the Leacue's Permanent Mandates Cammissio) 
pas sory Couriosion on Trafsic ia Opiw m, Central Opivm Commission, Advisory 

Comm aber bil on Joeinl Probless, Joiut Comission on Arts and Sciences, Gconomic 
Comission, Health Cowissioi1, aad Oriental Epicomic Information Bureau. Thoy 
wore also afsiliated with the International Labor Office and participated in the 
orvanization of the Taternavtonuel Court of Justice. Thioy also participated in 
the General Disarawnont Conference and in the World Econaaic Conference which 
ary both sponsored by the League o.” Nutions. 


However, with the out toroak of the Sino-Japanese Incident, CHINA presented 
a formal apneal to the League of Nations on 12 Sen 37. Since then, the Assembly 
and tho Council of the Leacue, influonced by CHINA's activities, resolved that 
tho actions of “lis Japanese Daptro against CHIA are direct violations of the 
Nine Powor Troaty concernins CHINA ani the Anti-War Pacte 


Yot onl} PUG } i moral support to CHINA, but she has also 
enoovraged overy nation ji 1 to give individual assistance to CHINA. 
Furthermore, it has beon charged that tho Japanvse forcos bombud defenseless 
cities and ut tAlszed poison 2% The Leacue adopted various resolutions which 
wero in 50 cousure: th: > Empire. However, tho effect of theso 
res-)itioas om tie denanese impire was dusimmificant because of the indifferent 
attitude of the various coumtries and the impotency of the Leatue itself. As 
u result, CHINA took full advantage of the full session of the Assembly of the 
League nd intensified tho anti-Japanose and holp-CHINA sentiment. Employing 
the Leacuots powor of collective pressure, CHINA tricd her utmost to restrain 
the Japanese Dmoire. 


Vinally, in compliance with CITHA's request, tho council made the 

stipulations of tho 17th Article of the Covonant, applicable to the Sino- 
Japas mnose Incident; specifically, for the settlement of disputes, nations which 
are tion-members cf the Leayuc will vear tho sanc responsibilities as nations 
which are members of the Leazuce In accordance with Paragraph One of the same 
articlo, au invitation was rocoived by the Japancse Mmpire. On 30 Sen 38, 

aftor the Jnpanose Government, in conformity with its policy, refused the 
TASetnek on: tho Cou acil, in accordance with Paragraph Three of the same article, 
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tented a resolut'un whieroby oach mom>or of the be vuc world be able te ack 
.rotions against the Japanese Empire individuel+y es vrovided in the 15th 

.tlele of the Leaguoc Covenant. The decision of the Council entrusts the exer- 
so of sanctions to the various nations. There are several countrics such as 


LAM, TS.GIUI, aad PLU which have notified the Japanese Empiro that they havo 
1o intention whatsoover o” executing sanctions against it at tho prosont timc, 
Although it is not ox22ctod that the ac*ual a plication of these sanctions 
will take »lacc, as lone as the deoision of the Council stands as it is, tho 
Japanvse Empire aud the Leaguc of lations will be in complete opposition to 
gach other. Consequently, fran the stand oint of national honor, the further 
co-operation of tie Jaxanece Snnire with the various organs of the League of 
Nations cannot be tolerat2d. Recnuse th> Fmpire will suffor the contempt of 
all the nations of the world, a »lan fox the settlomont of this matter of the 
tormination of co-o,er tive rolavions butwoon the Japaneso Empire and the various 
organs of the Leasue, after our withdrawal from the Learue, has been drawn up 
and is the subjeot for discussion ia this session. 


. 


Yhon th iwrtal sancti ts obit nod, the Diroctor of the Board of 
General Affairs of the Intornalioual Co:uiet] will notify the Secretary-Goneral 
of tho Leasue of Yatio of this resolve. Of those persous participating in tho 
functions of the various ormais of the Leurve, tho vosts of those with a 
government roprosu tive status will be * inat.d, and thoso in a privato 
capacity will resign of *h own iree wi Payments to the League of JAPAN's 
share of the exnences for the various L2ague organs will be discontinued here- 
after, Those who heve wld nositions as Loague personnel will de allowed to act 


te 
4 


on thoir own volition. 


Insofar ac the mandatory rule of the SOUTH SEAS ISLANDS By the Japanese 
Empire is concerne?; regardless of any influence the withdrawal of the Empire 
from the Learue may have, wo will always continuo thie mandatory rule in accor- 
Sareo with the 22ac Article of the Langue Covenant anc the Mandatory Rule 
Articlo. ‘The mo..surcs wo have «dopted in this matter do aot have any rolation- 
ship to this mancator: rulo cta‘us. Consequently, in accordance with Paracravh 
Joven, Article ?f of the Loa.uo Co-onant, the annual report to the ULearue 
Cowieil will be made ss usual. Yorsa‘ter, covormuont roprosentatives will not 
vitend the scesioas of the Peraanent Mandates Yommission which is an organ of 
the Lexguo. The sarticipation of Japanese committees in this Assembly is also 
to be discontinucd. 


After having taken suc, actions on this matter, the Imperial Govermnent 
sill discontinue its participation in international enterprises which are cerried 
out throuvh the Learuc of lintions. In compliance with th Imperial Edict which 
has already boon preaulgated, wo will co-cperat in the various plans for world 
neace. There will co xo joviations in our nolicy of participating in internation: 
xl ontorprises wich have ¢ auir objeet the public peace and well-being of 
mankind. For this ro.so7 , Minicters of State have mace it clear to us that 
we wust not be nogliy ing .poropriate steps towards this ain through 
diplomatic chaan:ls ot! thau those of the Leusue of Nations. 


3. 4 the Mouncil of tho Lunguo of Nations has pormitted 
.gainst, the Japaaece Eanire uncer Article 16 of the League 

Covenant based on CifINA's request and therefore, co-operative relations between 
the Umpire and various Leaguo organs which have existed even after our 
withdrawal from tho Leave, will now be terminated. In spite of the fact that 
tho Japanose “mpire withdrow fraa tho League of Nations for tho purpose of 
contributiar towards world poaco, it is vory regrottable that it has become 
necessary at this tine to sever comoporative rolations with tho various League 
organs. Hovever, wo beliove that there is no alternative, considering tie 
conflict in ite relationship to the League and to the Japanese Empire. iiis 
Majesty's wrishes, which were set forth in tho Imperial Rescript promulgated at 
the timo the Japanese Tapire withdrow from the League, will not change with ever) 
chanze in the interiational political situation. Governmaont authorities will 
alymyn abice by this, His Majesty's wishes, ind rive careful consideration to 
carrying out measuren conerrning this matter. Naturally, we will still ondoavor 
to co-onvrate in various rvacoful and humane international widertakings through 
dinlomatic channols othor than those of the League of 4ntions. 


’ 
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aving nut our faith in tl 
ting their assiduous eftor n 
ranimously passed the resolutio 


~yient officials 


tion Com 


If? ther : ine fusthor to discuss, we will omit tho second aid 
vote Lmodiately. All those in favor of this bil 


subsoguent roadinrs nd ko a 
will pleaso o (All mombors rise.) 


Council Pr 


It has beon nurs utoiimously. Tho meoting is adjourned for today. 


The Fnperor withdra 


Necting adjourned 


Cowietil Presi¢ont Raron HIRANUMA, Kiichiro 


2p 2 VK—EB )- 


wy MURAKAMI, Kyoichi ( #¥ E78 — ). 


yj WL 4s Be ). 
mod) TAKATSUJI, Haseal ( 35 it IEC ). 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/ab9608/ 


